
COMMUNITY FIELD SHEET 
CASCADES PROJECT

QAANAAQ

AVANNAATA KOMMUNIA 
NORTH GREENLAND

GENERAL INFORMATION 

• Population approx. : 1,400 
• Main activities : Hunting (Polar bear, 

narwhale, seal, walrus, Birds) - Small 
Fishing (Halibut, Cod) - 

• Seasonal context : Hunting 

ICE & ENVIRONNEMENT 

• Ice conditions : Icebergs 
• Currents : - 
• Specific hazards : Shallow waters 

ACCESS & LOGISTICS 

• Landing options : 1 beach - Shallow water 
• Constraints : Small boat landing 
• Infrastructure : Long Pier 

CITY MAP 

Anchoring point 

Landing site 

Hospital 

School 

Shop

KEY CONTACT (Greenlandic Only : GR) 

Name              		 role             	 contact 
Qipisoq Uvdloriaq (GR)	 Leader/hunter   	 28 85 83

Adolf Simigaq (GR)	 Hunter	 	 23 69 95 
Otto Simigaq (GR)	 	 Hunter	 	 28 93 55 
	  

OPERATIONAL RISK ASSESSMENT 

Disturbance Risk (hunter/fish.)	 MEDIUM 
Tsunami	 	 	 	 LOW 
Polar Bear              	 	 	 LOW 
Whale encounter             	 	 MODERATE 
Shallow water		 	 	 MEDIUM 
Glacial activity              	 	 MODERATE 
Big iceberg frequency              	 MODERATE 

COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS 

• Compensation : 30 000 DKK  
• Welcome before operation 
• Kaffemik and discussion 
• Observer onboard : TBC during Welcome 
• Hunter Small Boat Operations 

N

Qaanaaq is the northernmost town in Greenland and one of the northernmost permanently inhabited communities in the world. Located in the Inughuit homeland of Northwest 
Greenland, Qaanaaq is home to a population whose culture, language, and way of life remain deeply connected to the Arctic environment. 

The Inughuit people have developed an exceptional knowledge of sea ice, weather, wildlife, and Arctic travel through generations of hunting and life in one of the harshest 
inhabited regions on Earth. Hunting remains an important part of daily life in Qaanaaq, particularly for narwhal, seal, walrus, and polar bear, alongside fishing and dog sledding 
traditions that are still very present today. 

Despite its extreme isolation, Qaanaaq is an active and resilient community where modern life and traditional Arctic practices coexist closely. The surrounding region is 
characterized by vast fjords, glaciers, sea ice, and some of the most spectacular polar landscapes in Greenland.

DATE OF SHIP VISIT 
23 August 2026 

SEDNA TEAM 
N. Dubreuil, O. Olsvig
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SENSITIVE AREAS 

Hunting zones  

Fishing zones  

Areas to avoid 

 

N
EMERGENCY NUMBERS & CONTACT 

Nicolas Dubreuil : +33 6 03 81 52 59 
Ole Olsvig : +33 6 03 81 52 59 
Emergency (Police / Medical) : 112 
Uummannaq Hosp. :  (+299) 95 12 11 
Police : (+299) 70 14 48 

Search and Rescue : (+299) 36 40 00 
Air Greenland : (+299) 70 12 12
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